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HEART AND SOUL – A COMMUNITY EVENT
On Wednesday,
February 28th,
250 community
members, doctors and
first responders gathered
at the Lake Mohawk
Country Club for the fifth
annual Heart and Soul A Community Celebration, hosted by
Newton Medical Center and Atlantic
Health System.
This event, which raised $65,000, is
held each year to honor first responders
and to help raise funds to support the
foundation’s AED program.
“This event gives us the chance to thank
all of the volunteers and professionals
who provide life-saving care in the
community,” Newton Medical Center
President Joseph DiPaolo said. “The AED
program is incredibly important because
in an emergency, every second counts.”
Since the program’s inception 17
years ago, the Newton Medical Center
Foundation has helped to provide 750
AEDs to organizations throughout Sussex
and Warren counties. It has also trained

over 4,000 individuals on how to use the
devices and 52 lives have been saved.
One of the lives saved was Bill Striffler,
65, of Wantage who suffered a cardiac
arrest while en route to Newton Medical
Center for treatment in December, 2015.
Paramedics quickly reacted using an
automated external defibrillator (AED), a
device that can deliver an electric shock
to the heart to try to restore a normal
rhythm in an emergency. At Newton, staff
gave Bill another lifesaving treatment:
the clot-busting drug tPA, which partially
opened his blocked arteries.
“I wouldn’t be standing here today if it had
not been for the paramedics, EMTs and
emergency room staff that rushed to help
me that night,” Striffler said.
Bill has made a couple of lifestyle changes
since then, and leads an active life hiking,
biking and kayaking.
In addition to recognizing those involved
with an AED save that evening, the
foundation presented the Scott Danielson
– Heart of Saving Lives Award to honor
first responders who have gone above and
beyond in the line of duty.
This year’s honorees were three members
of the Newton Volunteer and Rescue
Squad -- Lauren Hennighan, John-Paul
Couce and Kyle Wilson -- who helped

save the life of a female fall victim after
realizing that the Newton Medical Center
Emergency Room staff was frantically
trying to work on the victims of a major
car accident that had happened on the
same day.
Instead of leaving the patient at the
emergency room and going about their
business, the three first responders
stayed on for another four hours, offering
assistance and helping to keep the woman
stable until the emergency room staff
could take over.
“Our squad has living proof that this
program and this event really do save
lives,” said Jason Beshada, captain of
the Hampton Township Fire and Rescue
Squad. “We were invited to attend last
year’s Heart and Soul celebration. At
that point, most of our AEDs were about
10 years old and starting to fall apart.
After speaking to some of the sponsors
at last year’s event, we received nine new
devices. Last year, from the time we got
the new devices in June until the end of
December, we responded to eight CPR
calls and made two positive saves using
those new AEDs. This is an amazing
program, and something that everyone in
this community should get behind.” H
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On April 11, 2018, the Newton
Medical Center Auxiliary was
presented with a proclamation
from Herb Yardley and the
Sussex County Freeholders for
its work during Organ & Tissue
Donor Awareness Week. Every
year, the Auxiliary sets up an
information table in the NMC
lobby, promoting the cause
and emphasizing its lifesaving
mission. In the picture, from
left to right, are Mary Waller,
Bea Rush and Linda Skellenger.
All are members of the NMC
Auxiliary and were present to
accept the proclamation.
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We Are Years Ahead of Others

Contact Information
Newton Medical Center Foundation
175 High Street, Newton, New Jersey 07860
Tel: 973-579-8309 Fax: 973-579-8972
Website: www.atlantichealth.org/newton
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$217,000 with more than
650 guests in attendance

Foundation Staff
Matthew Hannum
Ronald K. Harris, MD
Michael E. Holenstein
William King
Michael Lanza, Esq.
Robert Masci, MD, FACC
Jo-Ellen McCracken Hazan
George Morville
Greg Nolan
Jeffrey J. Quinn
Megan Sandow
Keith VanFleet
Karl Wagner
Mary Waller*
(Auxiliary Rep.)
Kurt Walton
Tracey Woodhead
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Contact Information

On April 11 the Ambassadors’ Club hosted a fun and informative evening at Newton Medical Center. Twenty-five individuals enjoyed cocktails and hors d’oeuvres followed by a tour of
the hospital.

175 High Street, Newton,
New Jersey 07860

Joe DiPaolo, President, Newton Medical Center, welcomed guests and thanked everyone for attending and for supporting the hospital. Stephen Flynn, Donor Relations Manager for the
Foundation, provided a guided tour which began with an overview of the Transform Project, the major renovation and enhancement of the 1 Hussey patient unit. Guests also got to see the modern,
22 single room patient unit 1 South followed by an entertaining and informative tour of the Physical and Occupational Rehabilitation Unit and the Wound Care Center. Loretta Ritter, Manager,
Rehabilitative Services at Newton and Hackettstown Medical Center, was on hand to share with guests the state of the art services and programs provided to our community.

Tel: 973-579-8309
Fax: 973-579-8972

The Ambassadors’ Club is a dynamic group of volunteers who are committed to raising awareness and building support among the next generation of community leaders and philanthropists for
Newton Medical Center and its Foundation. The Club attracts members by inviting friends and colleagues to social events that highlight Newton Medical Center’s programs and services. If you would
like to join the Ambassadors’ Club please call the Foundation at 973-579-8309. A

Website:
atlantichealth.org/newton

AN EVENING OF
WINE AND ROSES
The mood was festive at An Evening of Wine and Roses which was
held on May 17th on the campus of Centenary University. The event
netted $217,000 with more than 650 guests in attendance who
enjoyed an evening of fine cuisine, wine and spirits. In the VIP room,
guests had the opportunity to meet celebrity chef Siri Daly.

healthy environment for our patients and
their families.
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COMMUNITY DONATIONS
A huge thank you to Girl Scout Troop 96608, Vernon Service
Unit, as they recently created and decorated care bags
for pediatric patients and little visitors in the Emergency
Department at Newton Medical Center. Dr. Rupani donated
the funds to the Girl Scouts to purchase items for the bags
such as coloring sheets, crayons and playing cards. Also, the
Girl Scout Troop decorated the outside of the bags with get
well messages and best wishes for a speedy recovery.
Pictured are from left to right:
Staff: Alaina Guiliana, APN, Bobby Rupani, MD & Megan
Sandow, Chief Development Officer
Troops: Elizabeth, Kendall, Victoria, Emilee, JoyceLyn, Natalia,
Haley & Cecilia. C

Siri Daly was a television writer and producer before starting her
popular food blog, Siriously Delicious. Married to Carson Daly, she
is now a regular TODAY show food contributor. Siri was incredibly
gracious and entertaining meeting with more than 200 VIP guests and
personally autographing her new cookbook.

Architects and designers, clinicians and
patients have always understood the
impact of space on healing, and now
there’s a body of research to support
these concepts.

Today, multiple studies indicate
that well-designed rooms
often lead to increased patient
satisfaction rates, fewer
accidents, lower infection
rates, shorter stays and even a
decrease in pain medication.

Money raised from the event is earmarked for Newton Medical Center’s
Transform Campaign, which will help renovate and transform the current
inpatient unit 1 Hussey into a more modern and state-of-the-art wing.
During the event, Steve and Tracey Woodhead issued the Transformation
Challenge, offering to match every dollar donated, up to $50,000. Tracey
Woodhead noted that the project and renovations would make the inpatient
unit safer and calmer, with rooms being made to feel more soothing, which
would ultimately help families, patients and staff.

Feeling comfortable, safe and supported
are essential.
To learn more about the Transform
Project or to make a pledge or a gift,
please call the Foundation
at 973-579-8309. T

A local Service Corp group of high school
students lead by Kathy Rathbone from
Pass It Along delivered teddy bears to
Newton Medical Center in early spring. The
teddy bears were given to the Emergency
Department and Advanced Care Unit for
pediatric and dementia patients. Stephen
Flynn, Donor Relations Manager, for the
Newton Medical Foundation spent time
discussing the positive impact a teddy bear
can have on patients young and old. Several
students shared their hope of one day having
a career in healthcare. Many thanks to these
young adults for giving back to their local
community hospital. C

AUXILIARY OF NEWTON MEDICAL CENTER
The Auxiliary held its’ annual meeting and luncheon on June 4th with more than 60 members in attendance at the Mohawk House in Sparta. While the weather was a bit chilly for June, inside, the
room was filled with warmth, friendship and laughter.
The Auxiliary presented three $2,000 scholarships during the luncheon to the following students: Pamela Larry or Milford, PA; Mackenna Leavy of Stanhope, NJ; and Chad Musilli of Branchville,
NJ. Scholarships are open to high school seniors who attend a Sussex, Warren or Pike County High School and who are applying to a college RN Nursing Program or a program in a health related
career.
Also during the luncheon, Dr. Bohdan Halibey and Kerry O’Grady presented a check for $6,500 to the Auxiliary to help underwrite the cost of food and supplies that the Auxiliary provides to
cancer patients at the Sparta Cancer Center.
Newton Memorial Hospital opened its doors 86 years ago - in 1932. Three years later, two of the county’s most influential women, Lola Hull and Anna Dunn, formed the Newton Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary. They quickly raised more than $1,200 in the first year and used the money to purchase a variety of items, including a portable x-ray unit, supplies for painting three rooms
and a fracture bed.
Today, the Auxiliary continues to be there to answer the call when the hospital needs volunteers, a helping hand, a friendly face, a warm touch. And since inception the Auxiliary
has supported the hospital financially with gifts totaling more than $6 million. In addition, the Auxiliary gives out $6,000 in scholarships each year and provides comfort, food and
companionship to patients at the Sparta Cancer Center. The Bee Hive Thrift Store continues to be a shining star on Spring Street providing a great service to members of our
community and raising significant dollars to support Newton Medical Center. A

Mark Avondoglio, chairman of the Newton Medical Center Foundation and
chairman of the Event Committee, said Wine & Roses is the foundation’s biggest
fundraiser, and noted that participants come back year after year, and several have
already asked to be signed up for the next one.

The renovation also addresses the many
infrastructure repairs, upgrades, and
wear-and-tear improvements necessary
to maintain a safe, comfortable, and
2

JOIN THE CONDIT LEGACY SOCIETY
To honor and celebrate others who remember the hospital in their estate plan, Newton Medical Center created the Condit Legacy Society, named
after George and Blanche Condit who donated the land on which the hospital sits.
This honorary society recognizes those who name the hospital as a beneficiary in their will, retirement plan, donor advised fund or life insurance policy;
establish a charitable gift annuity or trust; or create an endowed fund at Newton Medical Center. These visionary donors are carrying on a tradition of
philanthropy that supports exceptional, compassionate care, and state-of-the-art technology and programs.
Your Legacy Can Truly Make a Difference
We are profoundly thankful for the generosity bestowed by generations of patients and families. Your philanthropic support will help Newton Medical Center continue to provide
the high-quality care that we’ve been providing for more than 80 years. It’s because of you that we can live our mission every day: Providing exceptional, compassionate health care,
close to home.
Join us for a financial and retirement overview including complimentary dinner on Wednesday October 3. Please call the foundation at 973-579-8309 to reserve your seats.

AMBASSADORS TOUR

Newton Medical Center
Foundation

At Newton Medical Center, we’re reimagining the future of health
care by focusing on high quality care that supports patients and
their loved ones throughout their health care journeys.

Plans include new upgrades and
finishes to all existing rooms which will
provide a more comforting and healing
environment. The key design element
will be a new open nurses’ station
immediately visible to families upon
entering the unit. Touchdown work
stations will be expanded to enhance
operations and workflow. An off stage
room will be added behind the nurse
station to enhance clinician interaction
and HIPPA compliance. Additionally, a
family lounge adjacent to the nurses’
station will be added, giving family
members a quiet and comfortable
space to use.

CONNECTION

Also, check out our new Planned Giving website at: www.atlantichealth.mylegacygift.org J

The Transform Project

To fulfill this vision, the NMC Foundation
is embarking on a two-year $1.2 million
campaign - The Transform Project - to
refurbish and enhance the 1 Hussey
patient unit to create a patient-friendly
and modern environment.

COMMUNITY

A new highlight of the event was an appearance by the Snake Oil Willie Band who
entertained the crowd with some classic rock and roll hits.
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Thank you to all of our sponsors and guests, especially RoNetco Supermarkets, Inc. and
Wakefern Food Corporation whose support and participation ensured another enjoyable and
successful event. A
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